
Reception Curriculum – Autumn  

The children will be learning: 

Personal, Social & Emotional Development 

 to follow school rules, routines and expectations 

 to identify feelings such as sad, happy, angry, worried, happy and excited 

 to know why they are feeling a certain emotion 

 to find ways to keep calm when emotions are high 

 to choose busy learning both inside and outside 

 to choose a range of busy learning areas including those that are newly put out 

 to develop respectful relationships with familiar adults and children 

 to tell/show adults or peers something they are proud of e.g. their artwork, their 

emergent writing, their skills on a bike/climbing frame etc. 

 

 

Physical Development 

 to develop gross motor skills: 

- to combine a range of movements e.g. using big feet and stompers 

- negotiate corners whilst riding tricycles and scooters 

- throw and catch a large ball 

 to develop fine motor skills: 

- using scissors safely  

- thread small beads onto pipe cleaners 

- begin to use a pencil/pen to write letter shapes 

- to hold a paintbrush efficiently 

- use tweezers with one hand  

 

Communication & Language 

 to use vocabulary that has been newly taught e.g. topic based (mane, tusks) 

 to use ‘and’ when forming sentences to give more detail when talking 

 to retell a familiar story or event 

 to listen to stories, songs and rhymes in a class group 

 to follow the ‘good listening cards’ and understand why they are important 

 

 

Literacy 

 to retell familiar stories such as: 

- Gruffalo 

- Room on the Broom 

- Stickman 

 to recognise their own name and some familiar words/phrases 

 to read letters by saying their sounds 

 begin to blend short words (CVC) 

 to read some phase 2 tricky words 

 to write name with most letters formed correctly 

 segment and write CVC words 



 

Mathematics 

 to subitise (recognise an amount) up to 5 

- dice faces 

- numicon 

- objects 

- bead string 

 to know if an amount is more/less/same 

 to match numeral to amount (to 5) 

 to count forwards and backwards to 5 

 to know 1 more/ 1 less of numbers to 5 

 to know different compositions of numbers to 5 

 to continue/create a simple repeating pattern 

 to use vocabulary to describe capacity e.g. empty/full/half/almost full/almost 

empty 

 to recognise and describe properties of circles and triangles 

 to use positional language – over, under, around, next to, behind, in front of 

 to recognise and describe properties of four sided shapes 

 to use language of time 

-now, next, later 

- days of the week 

-morning, afternoon, night 

 

Understanding the World 

 to talk about important family events/celebrations in their lives: 

- Diwali 

- Halloween 

- Bonfire night 

- Christmas 

 to know other people’s celebrations are different 

 to compare pictures of past and present Feltham 

 to talk about seasonal changes – Autumn 

 to talk about what they have observed on the Autumn walk 

 

 

Expressive Arts & Design 

 to make representations using: 

- paint 

- collage materials 

- pens/pencils 

- combine materials using glue, cello tape, masking tape 

 to join in with a wide variety of songs and rhymes 

 to learn the actions and words to songs from the Christmas concert 

 to use their imagination to create a simple narrative in their role play 
 


